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Motto: 

“The Lord had said to Abram: ‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go 

to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 

your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 

you I will curse; and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’” Gen. 12:1-3. 

 

The Promised Land: Israel (Gen. 15:18) 

The Chosen People: the Jews (Deut. 7:6-8) 

The Blessing: Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:14) 

 

The land is the scene of the salvation history and the place for the redemption of the world. 

The people is the nation among which God prepared his salvation for the mankind. 

Therefore: geography of the Bible lands is salvation geography and history of Israel is salvation 

history. 

 

 

1. Geography of the Holy Land 

 

a) The general setting 

 

- Israel: part of Europe, Africa or Asia? Near East or Middle East. 

- in the crossroad of ancient trade- and war routes 

- part of Fertile Crescent 

- in the middle of two most ancient culture regions: Egypt and Mesopotamia 

- between the sea and the desert 

- area 20 000 square km (cf. Taiwan 36 000 square km) 

 

b) The land of many contrasts 

 

- fertile coastal plain – dry desert 

- high mountains – deep Jordan Valley (part of East African Rift Valley) (Deut. 11:10-12) 

- bedrock: smooth limestone – hard basalt  

- one lake: Gennesareth/See of Galilee and one long river: Jordan 

- rainy winter time (December-March) – dry long summer (May-October) 

 

c) Roads and highways 

 

- Big main roads in north-south direction: Via Maris (Isa. 8:23/9:1) and  

King’s Highway (Num. 21:22) 

- the watershed road on the mountains  

- small east-west roads in the wadis (river beds dry in summer times) 

 

d) Boundaries and names 

 

- the Land of Canaan 

- Israel and Judah 

- Palestine 

- the main areas: Judea, Samaria, and Galilee 

- also: the Shephelah, the Coastal Plain, the Negev, the Jezreel Valley, the Jordan Valley 
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2.  Biblical archaeology 

  

a) Main excavations and surveys in Israel 

- the birth of modern archaeology ca. hundred years ago 

- the mounds (tell) as main targets 

- the surveys in all around the country 

- major tells: Megiddo, Lachish, Hazor, Dan, Gezer 

- the way of digging: methods, tools, areas, levels, finds, photographing, notes, diary etc. 

 

b) Stratigraphy and typology 

- stratigraphy: several occupation levels on top of each other 

- typology: each type of pottery vessels reflects its period 

   

c) Questions of dating 

- relative dating: stratigraphy, pottery etc. 

- absolute dating: coins, inscriptions, C 14-dating 

 

d) Main results from the biblical point of view 

- the Bible is a historical book 

- archaeology can deepen and extend the understanding of the Bible 

- archaeology cannot give answers for all historical questions concerning the Bible 

- important inscriptions: Qumran, Mari-texts, Amarna-letters, David-stela etc. 

 

 

 

3. Overview of the history of Israel             [compared with the Chinese dynasties] 

 

  

Date          Archaeological periods   Biblical Periods       [Chinese dynasties] 

 

10 000-4200 BC    Neolithic period    Neolithic 

4200 – 3300 BC    Chalcolithic period 

3300 – 2200 BC    Early Bronze Age 

2200 – 1550 BC    Middle Bronze Age     The Patriarchs        2000-1500 Xia 

1550 – 1200 BC    Late Bronze Age     Israel in Egypt        1700-1027 Shang 

1200 – 1000 BC    Iron Age I     Settlement & Judges   

1000 – 930 BC      Iron Age IIA     United Kingdom     1027-771 Western Zhou 

930 – 586 BC        Iron Age IIB     Divided Kingdom    770-221 Eastern Zhou 

586 – 332 BC        Persian period     Exile & Return          770-476 Spring&Autumn 

332 – 167 BC        Hellenistic period   475-221 Warring States period 

167 – 63 BC          Hasmonean period   221-207 Qin 

63 BC – 324 AD   Roman period   206BC-9AD Western Han 

     9 – 24 AD Xin 
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4. The salvation historical line through the Bible with special emphasis on geographical, 

historical and archaeological data 

 

 

I PRIMEVAL HISTORY  (Gen. 1-11) 

 

Creation (Gen. 1-2) 

- in the beginning: be-reshit (cf. Col. 1:15-20) 

- before the beginning: the pre-existent Christ (Prov. 8:22-31, John 1:1, Hebr. 10:5-9) 

- God created man as good, in his own image, male and female, ruling over the creation, 

to work and to take care of the land 

- creation by the word of God: ex nihilo 

- creation through the Bible: e.g. Gen. 1:1-2:4a, Gen. 2:4b-25, Ps. 8, 19, 29, 104, 139, 

148, Job 12:7-10, Job 38, Acts 17:24, Rom. 1:18-32, Hebr. 1:2-3 

 

Fall (Gen. 3) 
- a historical fact (Rom. 5:12-21) 

- the beginning of the original sin (Ps. 51:7, Rom. 3:23) 

- important question: evil coming to the good world 

 

Promises for the Messiah 

- Gen. 3:15: the seed of woman will crush the head of the serpent   

- Gen. 4:1: “I have brought forth a man, the Lord” 

 

Flood  

- Noah found favour in the eyes of the Lord (Gen. 6:8) 

- the Lord shut the door of the ark (Gen. 7:16) 

- the flood as a type (model/example) on the last judgement (2 Pet. 3:6-7) 

 

The Tower of Babel 

- the pride of humankind 

- a type of Babylon, the adversary of God 

 

 

II THE PATRIARCHS (Gen. 12-50)  Some archaeological discoveries 

 

Abraham (Gen. 12-25) 

- calling, promise: the land, the nation and the blessing (Gen. 12) 

- covenant (Gen. 15) 

- sacrifice (Gen. 22, cf. Rom. 8:32, Hebr. 11:17-19)  

similar names and habits in Mari documents 

Isaac 

- two sons: Jacob and Esau (Gen. 25) 

- promises (Gen. 26:3-4) 

 

Jakob 
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- promises (Gen. 28:13-15) 

- escape and return (Gen. 27-33) 

- twelve sons  

- the blessing of Jakob (Gen.49:10-12)        the name Jakob in a scarabeus 

 

Josef and the brothers 

- Josef to Egypt (Gen. 37)  the period of Hyksos (1700-1550 BC) 

- all Israel to Egypt: out of the Promised Land 

 

 

III ISRAEL IN EGYPT (Ex. 1-12) 

 

Moses     

- the birth (Ex. 2) 

- calling in Sinai (Ex. 3) 

 

The Exodus    the time of Ramses II (1184-1152 BC), 

- the Plagues (Ex. 7-11)  (cf. Ex. 1:11) 

- Passover (Ex. 12) 

- crossing the Reed Sea (Ex. 14) 

 

 

IV WANDERING IN SINAI (Ex. 12-Deut. 34) 

 

Manna, Quail and Water from the Rock 

- food from heaven; what historically? 

- typological models (cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-13) 

 

At Mount Sinai (Ex. 19-Numb. 10)  close to St. Catherine Monastery 

- the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20, Deut. 5) 

- the tabernacle: the ark as a place where God can be faced (cf. Rom. 3:25) 

- the offerings (Lev. 1-7) 

- the day of atonement (Lev. 16) 

- the festivals (Ex. 23, Lev. 23, Deut. 16) 

 

The End of the wandering 

- the route behind the Dead Sea 

- the bronze snake (Numb. 21, cf. John 3:15-16)  a bronze snake found 

- the prophesy of Balaam (Numb. 24:17-19)        a text of Balaam at Deir Alla 

- the prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:14-20) 

 

 

V JOSHUA AND THE JUDGES (ca. 1250-1000 BC) 

 

The Conquest of the Promised Land 

- crossing the Jordan (Josh. 3) 

- the conquest of Jericho (Josh. 6) Tell es-Sultan 

- an altar on Mount Ebal (Josh. 8) found in archaeological excavations 

- battles in Judeah (Josh. 10)  several cities found 

- battles in the north (Josh. 11)  the destruction of Hazor 
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The Settlement 

- the division of the land (Josh. 13-21) hundreds of new settlements 

- the farewell speech by Joshua  

(see 23:14: all promises has been fulfilled) 

 

The time of the Judges 

- twelve “charismatic leaders” called judges 

- the circle: disobedience-punishment-deliverance... several times 

- “Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (Judg. 21:25) 

 

Ruth 

- a gentile women into the genealogy of Israel 

- the great grandmother of David  (Ruth 4:13-22, Matth. 1:5-6) 

 

Samuel 

- the last judge and the first prophet 

- “Give us the King” (2 Sam. 8) 

 

 

VI THE UNITED KINGDOM (1 Sam. 9-1 Kings 11) (ca. 1000-930 BC) 

 

Saul 

- the first king (1 Sam 9-31)  ruins at Gibeah of Saul 

- unified the nation against the Philistines 

- unstable ruler: abandoned God’s way 

 

David 

- good ruler (1 Sam 16-1 Kings 2) David-stela 

- Jerusalem as the Capital city  Jerusalem-excavations 

- Israel Mini-Empire, borders from Egypt to Euphrat (2 Sam. 8) 

- promises of the eternal kingship (2 Sam. 7) 

 

Solomon 

- first obedient (1 Kings 3)  

- built the first temple in Jerusalem Solomonic gates Megiddo,Gezer and Hazor 

- collected high taxes  (cf. 1 Kings 9:15) 

- abandoned God’s way 

- the promises given to David remain (1 Kings 11:11-13) 

 

 

VII THE DIVIDED KINGDOM (1 Kings 12-2 Kings 25) (930-586 BC) 

 

Israel – the Northern Kingdom 

- division of the Kingdom 930 BC 

- ten tribes 

- first king: Jeroboam (1 Kings 11-12) altar at Dan found 

- several dynasties  

- Elijah (1 Kings 17-2 Kings 2) and Elisha (2 Kings 2-8)  

- Hosea and Amos  ruins of Ahab’s ivory palace 
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- destruction by the Assyrians (2 Kings 17) 722 BC  

 

Judah – the Southern Kingdom 

- Jerusalem as the Capital city 

- two tribes: Judah and Benjamin 

- one dynasty: that of David 

- two kings as reformers: Hezekiah and Josiah     the Hezekiah tunnel and wall 

- Isaiah in the 8
th

 century: several promises of Messiah (especially Isa. 7-9; 11:1-5; 53) 

 

 

VIII EXILE AND RETURN  

 

The destruction of Jerusalem 586 BC (2 Kings 25/2 Chr. 36) 

- the total catastrophe 

- the temple collapsed 

- the offerings finished 

- How God can allow? (Lamentations) 

 

The blessing of the Exile 

- the synagogues  

- the prayers 

- the Biblical books 

 

Jeremiah 

- the prophet just before the exile the Lachish letter no 4 (cf. Jer. 34:7) 

- a letter to the people in the exile (Jer. 29:4) 

- promises of the new David (Jer. 23:5) 

 

Ezekiel 

- brought to the exile 597 BC 

- promises of the new David (Ez. 34:23) 

- the Messiah is the high priest and the king (Ez. 21:25-27) 

 

Daniel 

- brought to the exile 605 BC 

- studies high pagan philosophy and religion (Dan. 1:4, 20) 

- works in a very high position both in Babylonian and in Persian administration 

- message on the Son of Man (Dan. 7:13-14) 

 

Esther 

- a queen in Persian empire 

- a key word Esth. 4:14 

 

Haggai and Zechariah 

- the prophets encouraging building of the second temple (520 BC) 

- promises of the Messiah (e.g. Zech. 3:8-9; 9:9-10; 11:4-13; 12:10, and 14:4) 

 

Ezra and Nehemiah 

- leaders encouraging builders of Jerusalem walls 

- in the 5
th

 century BC 
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Malachi 

- the last prophet in the 5
th

 century BC 

 

 

IX JESUS 

 

The Genealogy 

- the son of David, the son of Abraham 

- Matth. 1: Josef’s genealogy; Luke 3: Maria’s genealogy 

 

Nazareth, Bethlehem and Capernaum 

- born in Bethlehem   the church of Nativity 

- youth in Nazareth  the church of Josef 

- public ministry in Capernaum St. Peter’s House, the synagogue 

 

How could Jesus be recognized as the Messiah? Jesus in Josefus’ text 

- Messianic deeds (Matth. 11:4-5, cf. Isa. 35:5-6, Isa. 61:1) 

- the teaching with God’s authority Matth. 7:29, John 7:46) 

 

The turning point in Jesus’ ministry  at Caesarea Philippi 

- “Who am I?” (Matth. 16:13-20) 

- “I must suffer”  (Matth. 16:21-23) 

 

Suffering, death, and resurrection 

- the suffering Messiah  Caiaphas’ ossuary/Pilate’s stone 

- the death as atonement for our sins 

- through resurrection and ascension to the heavenly Kingdom 

 

 

X THE ACTS  

- Acts 1:6-8 His Kingdom is not from this world. 

- Acts 15: not only for Jews 

- Paul reached Rome – we must go on to the end of the world (Acts 28:31) 

 

XI PAUL’S LETTERS 

- Romans & Galatians: the message of justification by faith 

- 1-2 Corinthians: the practical living in congregation 

- Eph., Phil., Col.: what we have in Christ 

- 1-2 Thess. Christ is coming back 

- 1-2 Tim. & Tit.: advices for the church leaders 

- Phil.: a private letter 

 

XII THE REVELATION 

- Jesus is coming back 

- He is the Offspring of David (Rev. 22:16)  


